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                         Pastoral Ponderings

I was in my twenties when I was first introduced to the church calendar, when I first learned about the seasons of Advent and Lent.  I remember that I loved the idea of a season of hopeful waiting, but I also learned that it was hard for me to observe the season outside of Sunday morning.  Every Sunday I would return to church and see the Advent wreath and remember, “Oh, it’s Advent.”  I loved the concept of Advent, but seemed to fall short on the practice.  As I moved through seminary and into professional church leadership, I heard from professors and other ministers about the importance of guarding Advent as a season, of not giving in to the commercialization of Christmas, especially by not letting congregations sing Christmas carols before Christmas Eve.  For a while I fought that fight and then eventually settled into a pattern of compromise – agreeing to sing Christmas carols in worship by mid-December.  And then more recently, I gave up the fight entirely.  I still use Advent carols early in the season, but I find that people really want to sing Christmas carols, and it seems like a funny thing for a minister to refuse to sing songs about Jesus’ birth when people want to sing them.  

So last month I made a little speech to the worship commission.  I said that I think that Christmas is one of the church’s biggest successes.  Even people who never go to church know about Christmas, and they know some carols.  So why not let people celebrate and enjoy Christmas for all of December?  By the way, Christmastide on the liturgical calendar is usually two Sundays  -- the one after Christmas and the one after New Year’s, which are often not the best attended Sundays of the year!  

I was talking about my plan for Advent.  I didn’t plan to follow the lectionary, to use the traditional texts, and I wanted to explain why.  The traditional Advent texts fall  into two general categories.  There are Old Testament texts about waiting for the Messiah and New Testament texts about John the Baptist or about Jesus’ return.  Except for Isaiah on the first Sunday of Advent, I wasn’t planning to use any of these texts.   In 
keeping with the idea of celebrating Christmas the whole season, I wanted to use texts about Mary and Joseph and also Zechariah and Elizabeth.  If you attend worship in December, those are the stories you will hear.

But next year, I might have a different opinion.  For the first time in a long time I am observing Advent.  Like it or not, I am in a place of waiting, a place of uncertainty.  I am waiting for healing, praying for deliverance.  For the first time in a long time, I identify with those in ancient Israel who were fervently hoping for a Messiah, those who longed to be delivered from Babylonian captivity or from Roman occupation.   I’m finding that the ancient, traditional Advent texts resonate with me.  I think I’m rediscovering something I started to learn in my twenties, that a healthy spirituality includes a place for active waiting and hopeful longing.

Perhaps you too are in a place of hopeful longing.  Or maybe you were ready to sing Christmas carols yesterday.  Either way, I hope that you will plan to participate as we share this holy season together.  

Blessings,

       Kathy 
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 Advent Devotional Available
Be sure to pick up a copy of the Advent devotional, which was prepared by members of the FOCUS churches.  Booklets are on the literature table in Fellowship Hall.
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                                                            “Pennies for Haven”
The Interfaith Partnership offers a variety of programs and services necessary for homeless individuals to become self sufficient.  In addition to the Interfaith Shelter, your donations to “pennies for haven” support the Sheridan Hollow Drop-in Center, Housing Program, Health and Wellness Program, and Code Blue and Summer Youth Program.   This annual fundraiser for Interfaith will continue through December.  Please drop your donations of pennies (larger denominations welcome!) in the bucket in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 
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                     November  28        Advent begins:  Worship at 9:55 a.m.

                                                     “Hanging of the Greens”: 11 am

                     December  4          Choir Concert "dress rehearsal" at Beverwyck: 9 am
                

                             5
Communion Sunday, Kathy Donley preaching:  9:55 am  





“Caroling, Caroling” Concert; Reception and Bake Sale: 3 pm
                                      
7
Coordinating Council meeting 5:30 PM at church, 
with Pastoral Relations Committee attending
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                          12
Worship at 9:55 am
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Diaconate following Sunday School and Worship

                19
 Worship at 9:55 am




Christmas reception following worship

 December 24
Church Office Closed 

                            7:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship:  Kathy Donley leading
                             Merry Christmas!
                 26         Christmas Sunday Worship:  Kathy Donley preaching
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                    January 2, 2011     9:55 am  New Year's Brunch & Worship Service



                    afternoon recital with Michael Clement
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ou are invited to contribute to the cost of poinsettias which will be delivered to members of our church family.  The cost of a plant is $12.  There is a particular need for volunteers to deliver the plants.  Please consider assisting in this ministry.  You may use this form to indicate your interest and return it to Karen Green.  Thank you!

=====================================

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) and donate to a church member.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) to keep.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant on December 19.




NAME: ​_________________________________________                                                            
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               From Service to Others…

We wish to thank the following people for preparing a meal for the guests of the Emergency Overflow Shelter in November:  Bien Baez, Andrea Carver, Pat Hunziker, Jon Riegert, Edie Simpson and Elaine Spoor.   This is a special part of Emmanuel’s on-going outreach ministry.
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    Dinner to be Delivered

Emmanuel will provide a meal for the guests of the Interfaith Shelter on Sunday, December 12, and volunteers are needed to prepare the food. The menu will include baked ziti, rolls and salad.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you.
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                              Special Gifts Requested

We are once again asking for donations of new children’s mittens, scarves, gloves and hats for Trinity Institute.  In addition, we are responding to a request from Church World Service by providing “hygiene kits”.  You are asked to assemble the following items in a one gallon plastic bag:  1 hand towel, 1 wash cloth, 1 wide-toothed comb, 1 nail clipper, 1 bath sized bar of soap (in wrapper), 1 packaged toothbrush,  and 6 standard band aids.  Labeled collection boxes will be available in Fellowship hall this month.
World Mission Offering

Many thanks for your generous contributions to the World Mission offering.  Emmanuel's total was $667.97.  WMO is more crucial than ever to sustain ministries in Haiti and in the world.    100% of gifts to the WMO in 2010 will go to support Christian partners and projects and American Baptist International Ministries' missionaries the world over. 
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                                Alternative Gift Giving
Here are some ideas for holiday shopping (some appeared in the recent issue of "Capital Area Council of Churches Connection") 


-    "The Best Gift Catalog" put out by Church World Service - www.cwsbestgifts.org 

    
-    The Heifer Project (see the catalog on the Witness Table in the Sanctuary or go to www.Heifer.org 

· Fair Trade Project of the NYS Labor-Religion Coalition - www.labor-religion.org 
· consider shopping at Ten Thousand Villages at Stuyvesant Plaza, a store operated in conjunction with Mennonite Relief Services to benefit crafters and artisans in developing countries.

Other resources are on the Witness Table at church.
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   From the Moderator and Coordinating Council…
During Pastor Kathy Donley's leave of absence, she will continue to work part-time for Emmanuel, returning once a month for a few days to lead worship, attend Coordinating Council meetings, and participate in other church activities to the extent possible.  Rev. Lois Wolff has agreed to provide pulpit supply for as many as three Sundays a month until June, when the Donleys will be relocating together to the Albany area.   

The Pastoral Relations Committee and the Coordinating Council will work together with Kathy in early December to develop ways for her to stay connected to Emmanuel and to strengthen her developing relationship with the church even while she is in Bloomington.  Please feel free to talk with people on Pastoral Relations or Coordinating Council about ideas or thoughts you may have regarding this different way of being church together.
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                   From GGM via the Moderator…
At the last Congregational Meeting in October, Jean Burton provided a condensed history of the renovations projects, and discussed the fact that the Growing God's Ministry Committee is feeling at a crossroads.  
GGM has developed a survey to obtain some feedback about the state of the building renovations and priorities for "next steps."  A paper copy of that survey should be available some time within the next few weeks, but there is also a version of it online, if you have access to the Internet.  If you are reading an electronic version of the MOSAIC, you can copy and paste this address to your browser: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KSBFG62  (or, you can just type it in.)  The survey should take just a few minutes to do.  Note that the online survey will only allow one survey reply from a given computer.   If you have questions about the survey or problems using the online version, please get in touch with me.  
 ~ Kathy Moore
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     Deadline for the January issue of the MOSAIC 
is December 18.
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            From the Nominating Committee…
Ever wonder what it is like to serve “officially” in EBC.  Here are some answers!
Caring and Fellowship Commission ministers to the needs of the congregation along side the Pastor. We offer hospitality through coffee hours, dinners/receptions, flowers for the altar and visitation to our members, both homebound and sick. All are important and can be done by any/all members of the church. The joy of it is simple, seeing people smile and having fellowship with one another in various ways.

Christian Growth and Development Commission is enjoyable because it is a great team!  We find teachers and plan Sunday school.  We are in charge of the Nursery.  We help the kids in the congregation go to camp and youth conventions.  

Corporate Management Commission members are legal trustees of the church.  For this reason, all members of this commission must also be members of the church.  We help keep the church in good shape and plan for the financial future.  Working on CM commission connects us to the vital future of Emmanuel.

Membership and Evangelism Commission works to tell people about the opportunities Emmanuel offers to grow closer to God, encourages visitors to come back again, and embraces new members. We maintain the EBC website and determine which resources to use to attract people to Emmanuel.   Working on M & E Commission allows us to share with others the positive force Emmanuel exercises in our own lives. 

 Service to Others Commission educates and promotes all mission activities, especially missions of the American Baptist Churches.  We organize four important special offerings as well as mission trips.  We determine how and where money collected for mission will be disbursed.  When you are on the commission, you learn about mission activities locally and all over the world.

Worship Commission works with the pastor and music director to craft worship services.   We try to uplift, reassure and challenge the congregation as we seek a closer connection with God and with humanity. We try to ensure that EBC services reflect our diversity as a community. It is creatively exciting and satisfying work that also calls for organizational skills.   

Church Officers 

The church has three financial officers.  The Benevolence Treasurer works with Service to Others Commission and disburses money collected for mission work and other charitable work.  The Current Expense Treasurer pays the church bills and oversees the payment of salaries.  The Financial Secretary keeps records of member pledges and donations, collects money and deposits it to the church accounts.  

The Church Clerk maintains the membership rolls, announces meetings and takes official minutes of congregational meetings.  The Moderator represents the interests of congregation, both inside and outside the church, and chairs meetings of diaconate, coordinating council and the congregation, except for business meetings.

For more information about our church structure and governance, please talk to the moderator, commission chairs or any of the trustees.

Profiles in Mission

The Emmanuel family is blessed with many people who volunteer their time in quiet, unassuming ways to help others.  We see evidence every week at church of the obvious mission work that our church family provides, but many members are involved in projects that help others in their own communities.  In this article you will learn a bit about Edith Leet and her service to others.

While working on a student newsletter at SUNYA, Edith Leet was asked by Dr. Ralph Elliott (then pastor of Emmanuel) to include an ad inviting students to attend Emmanuel Baptist Church.  Years later when Edith was looking for a church home, she remembered that visit from Dr. Elliott, and worshipped at Emmanuel.  As they say, “the rest is history”!
Through the years, Edith has been involved in a variety of church activities and leadership.  Mission trips, ecumenical advocacy days and work at Pathfinder Camp are among the outreach ministries that are especially important to her.   Edith remembers camping as a child at Camp Vick, and now as a leader at Pathfinder, she enjoys the opportunity to combine her interest in crafts and her dedication to children in “an incredibly beautiful place where one can feel the presence of God.”
She has worked with the Albany Public School System since her children started school.  She has been active with the PTA, the Shared Discussion Commission and the Strategic Planning Board.  Edith feels that a good public school education gives a better chance for a better society through the diversity of students.

Edith looks forward to more involvement, learning opportunities and spiritual growth as she continues her journey at Emmanuel.  
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Fair Trade Coffee Served
Just a reminder - Emmanuel is now serving fair trade coffee.  This ensures that more of the money we spend on coffee reaches the farmers who actually grow it.  Fair Trade coffee can mean the difference - quite literally - between surviving and not surviving for small-scale coffee farmers.  Since the cost is a bit higher, there is a dish for donations on the table, near the coffee pot.  Your help is much appreciated. 
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December:

                         
    bar soap 
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The Emmanuel Singers
       and Friends
present
"Caroling, Caroling!"

Sunday, December 5, 3pm 
Featuring
selections from the Oxford Book of Carols

The Alfred Burt Carols

and
Choral, Instrumental and Vocal solos

Holiday Treats for Sale

Admission Free/Donations accepted
         
  A Special Invitation

The Congregation of Israel A.M.E. Church (a FOCUS congregation) invites you to a Kwanzaa Celebration on Wednesday, December 29 at 6:45 p.m.  “Celebration of the First Fruits of      the Harvest” will focus on seven principles:  unity, self determination, collective work and responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity and faith.   
This celebration is an opportunity for a harmonious union, to experience various forms of artistic expressions and sharing of cultural dishes. 

Annual Reports are Due

December 31!!!

SPECIAL NOTE:  To facilitate the end-of-year work of the Church Treasurer, please submit all vouchers and receipts as soon as possible.  Thank you!

              Happy Birthday…

Doug Folos                                                             1st
Kathleen Moore                                                     8th
Jon Riegert                                                             8th
Michele Calvin                                                      9th
Brian Hughes                                                       11th
Matt Lahut                                                            12th
Dwight Smith                                                       12th
Tom Lahut                                                            14th
Jennie DeFlaviis                                                   15th
Molly Wilkerson                                                  20th
Helen Torian                                                        29th
Laura Barelski                                                     29th
Charles Johnson                                                  31st

Ellen Corcoran                                                       3rd
Kathy Donley                                                         4th
Michael Clement                                                  11th
Rosemary Koonce                                                14th
Monica Sheerer                                                    15th
Lucas Silverman                                                   15th
Mattie Blassengale                                               18th
Jean Burton                                                          21st
Sam Koonce                                                         24th
Hunter Spann                                                       25th
Erica Edwards                                                      25th
Chelah Collins                                                     25th
Gretchen Scheu                                                    26th
Veronica Collins                                                  28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
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