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   Pastoral Ponderings

Welcome to February, shortest month of the year, marking the beginning of Lent 2010 (on the 17th), two presidents’ birthdays (Lincoln’s and Washington’s, arguably the two greatest yet) and one Presidents’ Day (might as well honor them all; they’ve been an exceptional bunch), Valentine’s Day, and the birthdays of at least two of my favorite people.  When I was in college, February was also the month of the most student rebellions.  But that’s another story, as is the movement of the Super Bowl in recent years from January to February. 

February has also been designated African-American (originally Black) History Month.  This is heavy on my mind right now, for a number of reasons:  as I write, I have just come off a wonderful weekend with 48 teen-agers, celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.  Our theme this year was the Underground Railroad, specifically in Washington County, the location of our Hebron Camp and Conference Center.  As part of the program we took a walking tour of the village of Greenwich, a much-used station on the Underground Railroad.

It’s difficult for us to imagine what it must have been like to be slaves.  But unfortunately I can imagine what led to the institution of slavery:  ignorance, and greed, coupled with the all-to-human tendency to fear, dislike, even hate anyone different from oneself.  So here we are in 2010, having elected, finally, our first African-American president.  Some have declared this time “post-racial.”  Make no mistake:  racism is not dead.  In fact, the election of President Barack Obama has brought out some racism the likes of which we had not seen since the 60’s.

There is an article in the January issue of Sojourners magazine, written by Vincent G. Harding, professor emeritus at the Iliff School of Theology, co-founder of Veterans of Hope Project, participant in movements for nonviolent social change since the late 1960’s.  The article is “Our Children Are Waiting for the Music, An open letter from a civil rights elder to President Obama.”

Harding implores the President to “remember the children.”  The title comes from Obama’s own description in Dreams from My Father, of listening to Billie Holiday:  “Beneath the layers of hurt, beneath the ragged laughter, I heard a willingness to endure.  Endure – and make music that wasn’t there before.” 

continued on next page…
I believe that what Harding asks of our President, we need to ask of him also.  And not only do we need to ask it of Barack Obama, we need to ask it of ourselves.  Harding writes:  

I think we need to pay special attention to those children and young people you once 

rightly believed would ‘see themselves differently’ as a result of your election.  Now they 

need more than the election.  They need you to create new music – music that puts their best human development ahead of everything else on your agenda.  They need songs that say strong children are more important than strong military arsenals.  The children are waiting for the music.  They are ready to sample, to dance, to be inspired, to march, to create their own new songs, in the key of life.

We don’t have responsibility for all of the children in the U.S.A., thank goodness.  But we do have responsibility for the children of Emmanuel Baptist Church.  They are a fine group of children, and they are beginning to grow (as Jesus grew) “and [become] strong, filled with wisdom…”  May they grow, with the help of their families and their church, in grace and in faith.  And may we, the adults, understand that milestones such as electing the “first black president” may become millstones if not supported by the values we espouse.

I commend Vincent Harding’s article to you, along with the new book from which it comes, Hope and History:  Why We Must Share the Story of the Movement, Orbis, Jan. 2010.  Harding recognizes that what he asks is not easy, and he concludes the article with these words:


Keep remembering that you are not alone, and that our ancestor Martin was inviting us all 

when he said, “America, you must be born again.”

The birth pangs have already begun.  Let’s sing the new songs together.  The children are 

waiting.  I think they really want to be born again.

[image: image6.wmf]Perhaps our contemplations this Lenten season might focus not on our individual and corporate sins as much as how and who and whose we want to be in the future, what music we want to hear, what songs we want to sing, what rhythms we want to walk and to dance to.  The music of justice and peace, arising out of faith, hope, and love, is the music the world needs so desperately to hear. 






In Christ, 






Lois
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                                 Ash Wednesday Service
There will be an Ash Wednesday worship service at Emmanuel on February 17, 2010, at 7:00 pm.  This will be a brief (approximately one half hour) service of scripture, prayer, imposition of ashes, contemplative music, and silence.  We invite any of the FOCUS churches to join us at this service, which will be held in the  
    church parlor.
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                                            Setting a Good Example in Worship

You may have noticed that we are encouraging our children to follow along with the scripture readings during our Sunday services. As Baptists, Bible literacy is crucial to soul liberty and faith development. Bibles on the children's tables ae available so that they can all read along. The best way to encourage a new habit in children is to demonstrate it in adults. Please remember to bring your Bible to church and to read it at  appropriate times in service. Children learn what they see and we are all teachers!  Thanks for your help.   ~ jah/worship commission
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                                                  A Singing Faith

Protestents in general have enjoyed a singing faith. Here at Emmanuel, we have had a vibrant music program for decades. We will be celebrating music in our services beginning in February by highlighting the different styles and composers that move us and bring us joy. Do you have a favorite hymn or cantata? Want to know more about J. S. Bach or Fanny Crosby? Want to hear more from the repetoire of the Blind Boys of Alabma or from Amy Grant? We need to hear from you!

The Music Box (that is a cardboard box with index cards and a pencil) will reappear in worship in February. Write down what you would like to hear as we celebrate our singing faith. You can also communicate directly with Judy Henningson or Michael Clement is you want to know more.
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                    What Are You Reading this Sunday?

Many of the pew bibles we provide for visitors and absent minded or busy Emmanuelites are older than most of our members. Although we may cherish some of the language in the King James version or in The Good News. Worship commission believes it is time to update our pew bibles with newer, better translations.  We would like to purchas 50 New Revised Standard Bibles in 2010 and ultimately have 100 NRSVs available for worship and Sunday school. If you would like to contribute money for the purchase of new bibles, please speak to Judy Henningson or make a contribution directly to Roy Mallory.  Please clearly mark your contribution for NRSV Bibles.  Thank you!
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                                    FOCUS Worship and Annual Meeting

                                                             February 7, 10 a.m 

                       at Westminster Presbyterian Church 

                                                            ALSO…  Souper Bowl Sunday!          
       

                   Enjoy a bowl of soup after the Annual meeting 
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From Service to Others Commission…
Winter Goods Drive For Refugees
Help Refugees in Albany Stay Warm this Winter!   The US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants is looking for donations of blankets, winter coats and boots.  Over 350 refugees from Burma, Iraq, Bhutan, the Congo, Afghanistan, and Sudan have resettled in the Capital Region in 2009.

Donations of new and gently used goods can be delivered to the USCRI office, Mon-Thurs 9:30-3:30, at 991 Broadway, Suite 223 in the City of Albany (the Nipper Building). Contact info@uscri-albany.org, 518-459-1790.    If you prefer to bring items to church or if you have any questions, check with Nancy Horan.
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Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
Peace Camp
Light to Live In:The Biblical Call to Peace Rooted in Justice

BPFNA Summer Conference

July 12-17, 2010

Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY

More information at www.bpfna.org

Service to Others will prepare a meal of soup, bread and beverages for the guests of the Overflow Shelter on January 29.   If you can help with the preparations, please contact Karen Kendall.
Looking Ahead:   In May Church World Service will sponsor a mission trip to New Windsor, MD to work on a variety of projects at the Church World Service Center.   If you would like more information, you may speak with Karen Kendall.
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                      February:  tampons/sanitary napkins
[image: image15.wmf]                                       Benefit Spaghetti Dinner to be Held

                                      at The Buttery
                                              (111 Washington Ave.)
                                       All proceeds will be donated to the FOCUS Food Pantry
                                                    

                                            February 4th 

 4:00pm – 7:30pm
Spaghetti, Meatballs or Sausage, Tossed salad, Bread & Beverage
Cost:  $7
 EAT In or Takeout

Recycling, Internet Buying Help Emmanuel 
“Span the Gap”

[image: image16.wmf]Recycling and taking advantage of coupons and special offers is helping Emmanuel “Span the Gap” between our costs and our income. A recent instance of recycling is illustrative: Staples, the office supply store, recently offered a double rate of $6 each for empty computer ink cartridges. Emmanuel was able to recycle 10 cartridges and should receive store credit of $60 sometime in February.  In the meantime, Emmanuel took advantage of two Staples promotions to buy two ink cartridges at a savings of $29 and 20 reams of copy paper at a savings of $39. In addition, Emmanuel bought business envelopes and file folders for $16, which will be refunded in store credit, making them free. Thus Emmanuel bought necessary office supplies worth $212 for $181 and will get back an additional $114 in store credit, making the actual cost only $67, a savings of nearly 70%.  Please continue to bring empty ink and toner cartridges to Emmanuel for recycling. 
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Another effort to “Span the Gap” involves doing Internet searches and shopping on the Internet through igive.com. Each Internet search raises 1-2 cents for Emmanuel, and each purchase from a participating company, such as Land’s End, Office Max, JC Penney, and more than 700 others sends a per-centage of the purchase to Emmanuel. The money comes from advertisers, so it's completely free for you and for Emmanuel. 

[image: image18.wmf] 

 

Only five members from Emmanuel are currently registered with igive.com, but they have raised nearly $175 so far. With more members registered, contributions to Emmanuel could be much higher. To register, go to igive.com, specify Emmanuel Baptist Church, Albany, as your cause, and download the igive.com toolbar. Then every time you do a search or shop online, Emmanuel will auto-matically get the credit. 
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     Special Note:
Eyeglasses are still being collected for LaRomana.  You may place them in the designated box in Fellowship Hall.
Ecumenical Witnesses of Baptism

Affirm Our Unity in Christ

Would you like to participate in an ecumenical program that affirms our one baptism in Christ? Consider joining the Ecumenical Witnesses of Baptism program of the Capital Area Council of Churches. The program sends volunteers from different denominations to witness baptisms at the invitation of the host church. The foundation of the program is the World Council of Churches “Lima document,” which says in part, “Our common baptism, which unites us to Christ in faith, is a basic bond of unity. Therefore, our one baptism into Christ constitutes a call to the churches to overcome their divisions and visibly manifest their fellowship. The need to recover baptismal unity is at the heart of the ecumenical task.”  

CACC’s program has witnesses from local churches who represent the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, the American Baptist Convention, the Presbyterian Church USA, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, the Reformed Church in America, the United Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church, the United Church of Christ, the Evangelical Protestant Church, and Friends Meeting.  During 2009, teams of witnesses were present for 29 baptisms in churches of six different denominations. They visited churches as far away as Clifton Park, as well as in and around Albany. 

“We always need more witnesses and more churches to invite witnesses to their baptisms,” said Ian Leet, coordinator of the program. “There were a dozen requests for witnesses that we were not able to fill, either because there were multiple baptisms on the same day or we did not get the request in enough time to contact witnesses. Pastors and priests ask for witnesses simply by sending me an e-mail or calling me. After I’ve receive a request for a particular date (including Saturdays and other special occasions), I find an interdenominational group to attend the service. After each baptism, the candidate or the parents receive a card signed by the witnesses. For infants and children, we hope that when they are older, this will become a meaningful act of inclusion for them into the wider Christian world.   

 
“The witnesses report a range of experiences and practices as they go from denomination to denomination or even from church to church. All churches call for water administered in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Some churches sprinkle, some pour, and some immerse.  Some do all three. One of our witnesses vividly recalls attending service where one baby was undressed by the parents and then immersed in a basin of water while another baby at the same service was sprinkled. Some churches anoint with oil.  Some churches have an active role for the ecumenical witnesses, providing them with an affirming statement to be read during the celebration. Others are pleased to have the Ecumenical Witnesses present, but they have no active role in the liturgy.  

‘The witnesses report that the program is one of the best things that they do during the church year. All cite getting to meet representatives of other denominations as having a major impact on their lives. It is a good feeling to be sitting in a pew next to a Methodist or Baptist or Roman Catholic witness, sharing the same unified action. For all of us, this really does mean our active participation in the larger body of Christ. This leads to more friendship and cooperation in other ways. This true ecumenical spirit is unique to the Capital District; nowhere else I have travelled to has such a program, nor the kind of cooperation we find here on all sorts of projects.”
If you are interested in participating in the program as a witness, please contact either the CACC office (462-5450) or the EWB Coordinator, Ian Leet (call 482-6612 or e-mail leet@nycap.rr.com).    

Dates to Remember…

February    7   ~  FOCUS Worship  10 am
                            at Westminster Pres.
                 9    ~  Coordinating Council  
                10   ~  Teacher’s Meeting 6 pm  
                13   ~  Choir to visit Clairebridge  

                            in Niskayuna      9:30 am                       

                15   ~  Church Office Closed
Meeting Scheduled

Wednesday, February 10, 6 to 8 pm
at church

Sunday School  and CAT teachers as well as helpers, parents, and anyone interested in relating to children are invited to this gathering.   The agenda will include: supper;  information about upcoming events; and discussion with Judy Henningson on techniques for working with children.

Weekly Study Resumes
You are invited to come to the church for Bible Study on Thursdays at 12:15 pm.  Join us in the parlor as we examine the lectionary selections for the week. Bring a bag lunch if you wish; beverages are provided. 
Copies of the 2010 Directory are available on the literature table in Fellowship Hall. [image: image1.jpg]



Happy Birthday…
February
Betty Mallory                                                         1st 
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
Aaron Johnson                                                       9th
Becca Leet                                                            15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th
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Sally Cole                                                              1st 

Jonathan Malone                                                  10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                    30th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161 or 465-8781.

Deadline for the March MOSAIC is February 18.

Reminder of New Staff Schedules:
· Pastor Lois expects to be at the church or on personal calls Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday most weeks, and she will be available for pastoral urgencies at other times.  

· Church Office hours are 8:30 to 3:30 Monday through Thursday; Dorothy is off on Friday.   

· Jim is available from 9 am to Noon on Thursday and Friday and 8:30 to 12:30 on Sunday.

· Peter works Monday through Friday, 9 am to Noon.

Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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