[image: image4.jpg]ﬂl'.l SO00008088808888
M
=

= THE MOSAIC

Publlshed monthly by

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

275 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 12210







May    2010                                                                                                                         Volume XXXI    No. 5
[image: image5.jpg]



   

      Pastoral Ponderings

           I arrived at Emmanuel in time for Epiphany 2009.  Now it’s getting on time for Pentecost 2010 – time does fly when we’re having fun.  And it seems to me that we are having fun – most of the time, when we’re not anxious about the state of the economy or the state of the state legislature, or concerned about ill or grieving loved ones.


May 2010 begins on the first with our retreat, a time of prayer and spiritual nourishment, at the Knox Octagon Barn, and continues on the second with the CROP walk and a potluck mission dinner.  The next weekend is the Tulip Festival and Mother’s Day.


Among some folks in Albany the greeting has morphed from “Christ is risen” to “Tony Campolo is coming!”  And while Tony’s coming is not quite tantamount to the Second Coming (though this one will be Tony’s second visit to Albany—please note the tongue in my cheek), it is exciting.  It’s exciting because Tony Campolo is a dynamic speaker, but it’s even more exciting because he is such an enthusiastic witness to Jesus Christ, a disciple whose growth in faith is apparent in his writings and his speaking, and whose sense of humor lends a much-needed sense of perspective to our current situation and surrounding culture.  I think it’s no coincidence that he will be with us on the two days before Pentecost.  If you can possibly get to First Church to hear him, please do.


Jeremiah wrote of the word of God “burning within” him, such that he could do nothing but speak the words that the Lord gave him.  He could no more have avoided being a prophet than he could avoid being a human being of his time.  St. Paul makes it clear in his letters that, once the scales fell from his eyes, he saw Jesus as the Christ, and could do nothing but to preach and teach in Christ’s name.  It is that “fire in the belly” that makes prophets and evangelists out of ordinary human beings such as Jeremiah and Paul and you and me.


The fire is ignited by the flames of Holy Spirit.  It is the Spirit’s fire that warms us gently in this cold and often cruel world.  It is the Spirit’s fire that refines us, turning our base humanity into golden discipleship.  When we celebrate Pentecost, we celebrate Holy Spirit.  Although among most “mainline” Protestants the Spirit is the forgotten person of the Trinity, it is the Spirit who is with us always, comforting, challenging, protecting, prodding.  
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The Holy Spirit infuses even May’s secular holidays with purpose and meaning.  Mother’s Day and Memorial Day become times of celebrating the “small s” spirits of nurture and freedom, peace, and justice.  So throughout May let’s celebrate SPIRIT!








Grace & peace, 








        Lois
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              FOCUS has a new website!
Check it out at www.focuschurches.net

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
Summer Conference

The conference "Light to Live In" will be held at Keuka College, July 12 -17.  Check the Witness Table in the sanctuary, see Nancy Horan, or go to www.bpfna.org/conference for more information.

Update on American Baptist International Ministries in Haiti

Recovery, rebuilding and strengthening the 87-year partnership with the Convention Baptiste d'Haiti  (CBH) was the focus of the American Baptist International Ministries (IM) delegation to Haiti on March 17-19, 2010.  Plans for recovery include the following: 

1.    In keeping with IM's history and tradition of medical ministry in Haiti, IM will provide a medical doctor to work with CBH for one year and provide continuing medical care for earthquake victims

2.    Scholarship support for students who have been forced to move because their 

schools/universities were destroyed

3.    Reconstruction of medical facilities, orphanages, schools, housing and churches

4.    An additional missionary to preach, teach and provide occupational therapy services to Haitian families, as well as a missionary with a background in economic development. These additional personnel will join IM's current missionaries serving in Haiti.

5.    Micro-credit and other economic development approaches which will allow earthquake sufferers to move towards self-sufficiency.

6.    Organize a meeting of IM's missionary medical doctors to reflect on the current needs within Haiti and will bring the results of this meeting to the CBH for discussion and possible implementation.

7.    Work with CBH to organize the distribution of large, heavy-duty tents to provide temporary shelter to families still in need.
Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed for further projects.  Donors can give through the IM website: www.internationalministries.org/items/80 or by check to: OGHSS- Haiti Earthquake Relief and mailed to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the church with One Great Hour of Sharing Haiti Earthquake Relief written in the memo section.  These gifts will be sent from the church 

through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries.  Additional information and updates at: www.internationalministries.org.
Thank you to the many Emmanuel friends who have helped prepare meals for the Overflow and Interfaith Homeless shelters during the winter months.  We are especially grateful to Edie Simpson who made desserts to accompany all of the meals!   The next opportunity to participate in this special ministry will be July 11.   If you have questions or wish to help, you may contact Karen Kendall.
[image: image8.wmf]
     

May: toothpaste

[image: image9.wmf]
                                   CROP Walk

                                        May 2

                                     12:30 Registration

                                at First Lutheran Church

If you have not yet sponsored one of Emmanuel’s walkers, won’t you consider doing so?   The following people will be participating:  Chelah Collins, Brian Hughes, Nancy Horan, Edith and Becca Leet, Marilyn and Tony Malone.

CWS – Walking With the World for Sixty Years!

· Founded in 1946, Church World Service stands with impoverished peoples around the world as they envision and fashion a better future.

· Last Year CROP Hunger Walks and events raised over $17 million to support the hunger-fighting work of church World Service around the block and around the world.

· With those resources, well, seeds, tools, and literacy training were provided to African farmers – who are mostly women.

· [image: image10.wmf]Emergency medical supplies for flood victims I the United States, health services and safe water for the displaced in Darfur, and vocational training for indigenous communities in Latin America – these are only a few of the ways you are making a difference through your support of  CROP Hunger Walks.
Thank you for the “Love Kits”!  Your generosity allowed us to create 40 “kits”!!  In addition to the love kits, a large number of  extra items were also delivered to the Interfaith Shelter, where they were received with warm appreciation.   STO extends a sincere “thank you” to all who helped. 
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                                      DISCOVERY CANYON
                at Emmanuel this summer!
On Sunday, June 27th Emmanuel children and friends will be gathering during CAT each Sunday for our summer adventure.  This year our children will be participating in DISCOVERY CANYON, where they will discover the wonders of God’s creation!   Pray for our children, for this ministry, and for all staff who volunteer. 

 As we prepare for this adventure, we will need the following items. Please bring them to church or contact Gail Hill to arrange to have items picked up. We’d like to have these as soon as possible so we can build the canyon BEFORE the program begins.  

Needed immediately:
Donation: Rolls of blue painter’s tape  


BLACK OR BROWN tarps

Needed during the month of May:
CLEAN plastic recyclable, RETURNABLE bottles 

STURDY Empty wrapping paper tubes

Brown paper wrapping/packing paper (used or new)

Brown paper grocery bags 



2-3 sets of battery operated Christmas tree lights

ARTIFICIAL sage/brush/grasses

Light weight flashlights (with your name on each)

Artificial pine branches (from an old Christmas tree?)
 
Clean Dark black or Gray plastic garbage bags

Thank you!    Gail Hill for the Christian Growth and Development Commission

Retreat Planned

Emmanuel is planning to have a spiritual/restorative retreat on Saturday May 1, 2010 from 9 am to 4 pm or so. The focus will be on prayer, and there will be time for walking/meditating outside. The retreat will be held at the Octagon Barn in Knox, NY, which is about a half-hour's drive from Stuyvesant Plaza in rural Albany county.  If you haven’t yet signed up and are interested in attending, please speak with Kathy Moore.

Men’s Luncheon
On May 5 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!

Farmer’s Market... Coming May 2!
Bob Green will again offer plants for you to purchase after worship on Sundays.  To facilitate the process, order sheets are available at church; or you may email or call Bob to indicate what you need (436-1876) All proceeds benefit Span the Gap.
( “A Night at the Opera”
Duets, Arias and Choruses

from Grand Opera

in a Caberet Setting

May 8, 7:30 pm

Emmanuel Singers and Guest Artists 
directed and accompanied by

Michael Clement, piano
Admission Free

During the performance, enjoy refreshments on sale to benefit EBC programs
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  Mark your Calendar:
May
   3   --  Coordinating Council

               8   --  Work Day at church

                    --  “A Night at the Opera”

              15  --  Choir visits Bapt. Ctr.

              16  --  Diaconate        
              18  --  MOSAIC DEADLINE

              31  --  Church Office Closed
Nursing Home Visits Continue(
On May 15 the Choir will visit the Baptist Health and Rehabilitation Center in Scotia. Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
Happy Birthday…
May
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              2nd
Christine Tooley                                                   7th
Beth Malone                                                         11th
Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
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Audrey Ford                                                                                                                                                                        3rd
Claudette Mink                                                            5th

Natalie Johnson                                                        7th
Elaine Spoor                                                          8th
Donna Brown                                                        8th
Barbara Lahut                                                        9th
Bob Green                                                            10th
Sarah Oziomiek (Malone)                                   13th
Edie Simpson                                                       17th
Robin Bray                                                           18th
Tina Murphy                                                        19th
Adele LaBarge                                                     19th
Ken Cole                                                              19th
Robin Dodds                                                        21st
Edith Leet                                                             29th
Kathy Landers-Wise                                             29th


              Worship in the Park &
            Church Picnic
June 20, 10 am
at Peebles State Park in Cohoes

Entrance fee the Park: $6.00

For directions and information about transportation, you may contact Andrea Carver.
Aftermath of the Copenhagen Climate Conference – Hopenhagen
or Nopenhagen?
Rev. Mark Chaffin
The UN-convened Climate Change Conference, held last December in Copenhagen, Denmark was a forum for the community of nations to reach goals on limiting carbon emissions and reducing the effects of global climate change. Some who expected greater accomplishments decried the event as achieving discussionary deadlock rather than real progress which committed wealthy countries to firm reduction goals. Nor did it produce necessary financial support for poorer nations as they seek to reach national targets while achieving the prosperity of the wealthy ones.

At a time when bold action was called for, last minute, backroom negotiations by a handful of countries failed to produce any serious targets for reducing CO2 emissions below 350ppm. Also lacking was an implementation of binding obligations on the part of nations which have yet to commit themselves to necessary target goals. The resulting Copenhagen Accords were seen by many as window dressing that installed loop holes for rich nations and called for voluntary compliance on the part of governments. In light of this, it was hard not to see the result as a setback to a long-negotiated process.

All was not doom and gloom, by any means. Apart from official deliberations, representatives of environmental organizations, faith groups, NGO’s, indigenous peoples, youth, and others dialogued, strategized and laid plans for coordinated actions to follow-up the Climate Change Conference. The need and commitment to persist in grassroots education, action and advocacy has not faltered.  These were signs of hope coming out of Copenhagen.

As people of faith, we recognize that there are deep moral, ethical and religious implications to taking broad collective action to faithfully care for the earth. It is a matter of stewardship and responsibility we owe to the Creator and future generations.  We’ve become more acutely aware that our failure to act in time will spell disaster for humankind and other fragile species. We must, in the words of the National Council of Churches of Christ declaration: “commit ourselves to action – to changing our habits, our choices, and the way we see the world – to learning and teaching our families, friends, and faiths – to conserving the limited resources of our home, planet Earth, and preserving the climate conditions upon which life depends.”
We have also come to understand that the negative effects of climate change will inevitably come down hardest on those who are the poorest and most vulnerable in our world. At some tipping point in the near future, even the most supreme efforts by all humanity will not be able to avert the consequences that the most knowledgeable climatologists are predicting.  The time to act is therefore now.  The divine mandate to arise and attain to the liberation from our addiction to greater corporate profits and consumption, incumbent upon us as God’s sons and daughters, is a response to having the ears of our ears open to the groans of the creation around us. 

With St. Paul we can affirm, we are saved by hope, …and faith, and action born of both. Because good planets are hard to find, we must preserve and protect this one. As people of faith there is urgent need to move forward: acting locally and globally, ecumenically and collectively, sustainably and persistently, but most of all, prayerfully -- to change hearts, minds, priorities, laws and ultimately the global climate for our own future and that of all species. We can not put this off.

Explore the following to learn more about global climate change and eco-justice, as well as connect with groups that are impacting our response:

· Spreading Hope - http://www.hopenhagen.org/mission
· Interfaith declaration – http://www.350.org/people/faith
· http://www.greenfaith.org/
· Eco-Justice Ministries of NCCC -                
http://nccecojustice.org/climate/climateprinciples.php
· http://www.nyipl.org/ (NY Interfaith Light and Power)

In addition, many church bodies have initiatives and forums for addressing climate change as individuals and congregations.
“The Best Part of Waking Up is Fair Trade in Your Cup”

Emmanuel has recently begun serving Fair Trade coffee (FT) following church service.  FT is an alternative system of international trade built on right relationships – relationships that respect human dignity, promote economic justice and cultivate global solidarity. What does that look like from the ground(s)?

When you pay $1.50 for conventional coffee at the Daily Grind or elsewhere, the farmer who grew it gets as little as $0.01 as a return.  FT guarantees farmers a “fair” price, one that covers their costs for production and provides for their families and community wellbeing.  

FT coffee also provides a system that supports environmental responsibility and sustainability in the “shade-grown manner in which the coffee is grown. It is therefore good for people, wildlife and the ecosystem. 

In addition, FT helps to build lasting relationships between distributors who frequently switch suppliers, encouraging a race to the pricing bottom in order to sell the coffee crop.  Developing long-term relationship with low-income farmers offers stability and lasting benefit.

FT products in addition to coffee can be purchased at places like 10,000 Villages, Honest Weight Food Coop, as well as on-line:

· www.crsfairtrade.org
· http://www.globalexchange.org/
· http://www.equalexchange.coop/
For a few pennies more per cup we have an opportunity to add justice and sustainability to the blend.  Your contributions to the kitty at the coffee table help to make FT coffee possible.  Mmm Mmm Good!  (mc)
“Come Alive” Conference Seeks Registrations, Volunteeers

 
Don’t miss the chance to hear The Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo, prolific author, 
engaging speaker, and Christian activist, at the “Come Alive and Thrive” 
Conference on May 21-22. Unlike many events where Tony is a keynote 
speaker, this conference features him as the presenter at all of the sessions.  
The conference will be held at First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl St, where ample parking is available. Sessions open to the public will be Friday, May 21, fom 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and Saturday, May 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Child care will be available on Saturday. The conference will also feature several short opportunities for worship, which will use a variety of worship styles and music. 
On Friday evening at 7 p.m. Tony will talk about his latest book, Red Letter Christians, which urges followers of Christ to take seriously Jesus’ words—printed in red letters in some Bibles—and become advocates for social justice for the poor and marginalized members of our society. He will also speak about other projects in the works. At Saturday’s morning and afternoon sessions, he will speak on “Finding Common Ground,” helping churches look ahead to the next decade and live their faith ecumenically in an interfaith, dynamic, and diverse world. 
Registration is through the Capital Region Theological Center (CRTC) on their website at www.capitalrtc.org; by mail to CRTC, 160 Central Ave., Albany, 12206; or by phone to 518-462-2470. The cost is $20 for the Friday session and $50 for Saturday, which includes a box lunch. Since Emmanuel is one of the conference sponsors, we will receive a 10% discount. In addition, partial scholarships are available through CRTC.  
Volunteers are needed for many aspects of the conference, including parking, hospitality, refreshments, set-up and clean-up, worship, and book sales. Most jobs are of short duration and would not prevent you from hearing Tony’s talks. If you are registering for the conference and would like to help, please contact Ian Leet at ileet@nycap.rr.com or 482-6612. 
Initiated and planned by the Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA), Capital Region Theological Center (CRTC), and the FOCUS Churches of Albany (FOCUS), the conference brings together a variety of ecumenical sponsors. In addition to Emmanuel, they include Capital Region Ecumenical Organization (CREO); First Church in Albany; Schenectady Inner City Ministries (SICM); Capital Area Council of Churches (CACC); Christ Our Light Church, Albany; Greenbush Reformed Church; Johnstown Reformed Church; and St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Albany.  (el)
Missionaries to Keynote AB Women’s Spring Meeting

Debra and John Coats, missionaries to Cambodia, will be the featured speakers at the Spring Meeting of American Baptist Women on Saturday, May 8, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 202 Milton Avenue, in Ballston Spa. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Lunch will be provided by the host church. 

In addition to the Coats’ presentation, the program will include the installation and dedication of officers and several workshops.  Among the workshops are a report by Christy Brownell on the Kodiak Mission Trip and an opportunity to assemble Migrant Ministries Kits. 

To register, send your name and address and a check for $10 to Mrs. Mary French, PO Box 221, Averill Park, NY 12018. The check should be made payable to CABA ABWomen.  For more information, please contact Ms. French at 674-5710.  (el)

Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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