[image: image3.jpg]ﬂl'.l SO00008088808888
M
=

= THE MOSAIC

Publlshed monthly by

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

275 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 12210









October 2011                                                                                                        Volume XXXII   No. 9
[image: image4.wmf]                    Pastoral Ponderings
One of the daunting things about preaching every week is that the preacher is constantly revisiting what he or she believes. Every time I consider a text, I have to figure out what I think it means, how that informs my own theology and what implications it has for everyday living.  If I thought that exercise ended with my ordination exam, I was wrong.

Certain themes get brought out for examination on a regular basis – Christmas brings up issues of incarnation; Lent has discipleship and reconciliation and redemption; Easter, of course, brings resurrection.  And then, there are annually recurring themes that are not necessarily part of the liturgical year, but which come around again any way.  One of those comes around about this time every year.  Of course, I’m talking about giving.  This is the time of year when we start to build next year’s church budget and we begin to wonder what our financial resources will look like.  

You will be receiving a letter with a pledge card near the beginning of October.  We are asking for the pledge cards to be completed and returned to the church no later than November 6, which is a bit earlier than past years.  It is earlier because we would like to have most of the budget process done before Advent begins.

As you are prayerfully considering your financial commitment to Emmanuel for 2012, I will be prayerfully considering a number of Biblical texts about money and giving.  And each week, between October 9 and October 30, I will share with you what I think the text means, how it informs my theology and what implications it has for everyday living. In other words, I’m going to tell you what I believe about money, about how we make decisions about spending and saving and giving money, about what God wants and what the church expects.  I don’t know what I’m going to say yet.  I haven’t preached a stewardship series in a long time.  But I think you have a right to know what your pastor believes about money and giving.  So I’m going to tell you.  As soon as I figure it out myself.  









Blessings,









Kathy

   
                        


            


From the Moderator…
Dear Friends,

For many years, we at Emmanuel have been blessed with conscientious and hard working financial officers.  As a congregation, we appreciate the volunteers who, as part of their ministry to the church, work in these demanding jobs.  Despite this appreciation, as individuals, we sometimes forget to be appropriately careful and considerate.  This puts unnecessary stress on our volunteers.  It is also a concern when we are audited.  I am writing this letter to remind us all of our responsibilities.  Please read the standards below carefully.

Paying bills and receiving reimbursements:

· A completed voucher must accompany all claims for bills (except EBC utilities, phone bills etc) and for reimbursement.  The voucher must include:

· An appropriate signature confirming approval of the purchase (E.G. the signature of a commission chair)

· An explanation of the claim

· One or more line items from the budget against which the claim should be charged (E.G. an invoice from Judson Press might be split between two lines)

· An original, dated receipt or invoice documenting the charge

· If you pay sales tax on a purchase, the tax will not be reimbursed.  You should use our tax-exempt number if you do not wish to pay tax.  Many vendors have our tax exempt number already.

· If you order materials online, please use the church as the shipping address when possible to avoid confusion.

· Do not submit statements for reimbursement.  Submitting multiple statements may result in over-payment. Invoices with invoice numbers or dated receipts are appropriate.  Keep statements for your records.

· Bills are paid and checks are generally written on Wednesdays, twice a month.  It may take up to two weeks after you submit a voucher for a check to be written.  Please plan accordingly.

· If you have scheduled a guest speaker or performer who is to be reimbursed, tell the current expense treasurer the date and amount of the required check two weeks or more before the speaker arrives.

Making contributions and pledges:

· Making an annual pledge helps the church to budget wisely.
· If you make a contribution to current expense or benevolence and it differs from the pledge card you submitted, consider attaching a note explaining your intentions.  This is especially true if you are including an extra donation.  It is difficult to include all relevant information on the memo line of a check.

· [image: image5.jpg]


Remember that donations made in Communion envelopes go to the fellowship fund, designed to help people in need.

Following these standards helps all of us and is deeply appreciated.  Thank you for you help.

 


              Sincerely,

                          Judith A Henningson
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From Service to Others…
                    World Mission Offering to be Received
As we think about our individual lives and even our church’s life, we can easily forget we are part of a large community of faith, the Church of Jesus Christ around the world!   On October 2, World Communion Sunday, we will be reminded of that fact.  On that day Christians worldwide will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper, even as we will.

That special Sunday will also be the day we appropriately begin focusing on our 2011 World Mission Offering (WMO), which supports the global work of American Baptist International Ministries.  (IM)

Our gifts make possible the ministries of nearly 100 long-term IM missionaries and more than 1500 short-term missionaries and volunteers.  They work in more than 70 countries along with 220 partner organizations that include evangelistic associations, hospitals, schools, publishing companies and others responding to Christ’s call.

Reflecting that call, the WMO theme is based on Luke 10:1-9.  It tells how Jesus sent 70 missionaries to Live the Word and Proclaim the Word so that others might Be Transformed.  In the coming weeks, we will have an opportunity to discover more fully what that means, and on Sunday, October 16 we will receive the World Mission Offering.  Envelopes will be provided for your convenience.  Please give generously.
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            Did You Know…

in 1836 the first American Baptist missionaries established a mission center in Assam… in 1950 The Council of Baptist Churches of North East India was formed… in 1970 American missionaries were forced to leave North East India by the Indian government.  CBCNEI, fully indigenous, carries on mission work with financial support from American Baptist International Ministries.
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                                                    October:
                                          deodorant
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From the Benevolence Treasurer…
             What is the “Fellowship Fund”?
Sometimes the basic needs of God’s children can seem overwhelming, and it’s hard to know how to help, even when those needs are close to home.  You have the opportunity to help people in the Emmanuel community through the Communion offering.  All contributions in Communion envelopes are deposited to the Fellowship Fund.  There is no administrative overhead; 100% of the monies contributed are available to help a brother or sister in need.  

Requests for help from the Fellowship Fund are made in confidence to the Pastor, who approves disbursements at her discretion, up to amounts of $250.  Requests for amounts greater than that require the approval of the chair of Caring and Fellowship.  The Benevolence Treasurer is the one who actually writes the checks, once the Pastor has signed a voucher.  All communications regarding the fellowship fund are confidential.

Here are some other things to know about the Fellowship Fund:

*  In general cash amounts are not given; rather, a vendor is paid directly from a bill, or  

    debit cards such as bus or grocery cards are given out.

*  Disbursements from the Fellowship Fund are generally considered gifts from the 
    Emmanuel  community, with no strings attached.  In some cases, arrangements will   

    be made with the recipient for either paying back the amount given from the fund (if   

    that is a reasonable expectation) or “paying it forward” in some way.  

*  Your gift to the Fellowship Fund is just that:  a gift, which will help someone in the 
    Emmanuel  community who is in need.  The best way to make sure your gift goes to  

    this fund is to put it in the Communion envelope. 
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Deadline for the November issue of

the MOSAIC  is October 18.
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      Breakfast Express to Launch in October

It has been a long time desire and plan of the FOCUS community to provide a community meal year-round.  That dream is turning into a reality as we prepare to expand the breakfast program and make it into a 12-months-a-year soup kitchen open to anyone in the city who is in need of a breakfast meal (and a take-away lunch).  

[image: image13.wmf]The program will have 2 sections: (1)the winter breakfast program will run November – April, 3 mornings a week (T,W,TH) 7-9 am serving a hot breakfast; (2) Breakfast Express program will run May – October, 2 mornings a week (T and W) 7:30-8:30 am serving a cold buffet breakfast.  Volunteers are needed.  If you are interested, and have the gift of rising early in the morning, we want to talk with you.  Please call Paula Hennessy at the FOCUS office (443-0460) or email: info@focuschurches.net 
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       Calling All Mugs!

With the opening of FOCUS Breakfast Express and the Winter Breakfast Program just around the corner, staff has been busy performing an inventory of supplies.  Unbeknownst  to us the mug supply is greatly diminished.   We’re putting a call out for mugs!  We ask you to clean out the back of your cupboard –we’re looking for 8-12 oz. mugs with handles.  They can be any color, with advertising and/or graphics.   Ask your FOCUS Executive Council representatives about collection sites, or call FOCUS to come pick them up at your congregation.
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Christian Growth and Development is sponsoring a Pot Luck Supper on Friday, September 30, 5:30-7:30.  All are invited to join in preparing supplies for this year's Godly Play program. There is felt to be cut, clay to be sculpted, paper to be colored, cut, pasted and laminated, and boxes to be painted. Then everything has to get organized into trays. No special skills are needed, but if crafty isn't your thing, perhaps you can help with setting up the meal.  It will be an evening of good fellowship!

[image: image16.wmf]   Mark Your Calendar…

 October 4: Coordinating Council
              10: Church Office Closed                                                       
    16: Diaconate 
              18: MOSAIC Deadline                  

              23: Recital  


  Emmanuel Youth

       Go Bowling
Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to gather at the Playdium Bowling Center (corner of Ontario  & Park Aves., Albany) at 1:00 on Sunday, October 23.  Bring a friend and join the fun!
Entertainment Books Available
Emmanuel Youth are selling Entertainment Books as a fundraiser.  These books contain discounts on dining, travel, services, shopping, and entertainment and will be available for purchase through Nov.    The cost is $30 each for the Albany version; other editions can be ordered.  (They make great gifts for family and friends who live in other parts of the country.)  Get your copy soon!

       Nursing Home Visit (
Scheduled
On October 8, the Choir will visit The Avenue in Schenectady.  Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.  

If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
Happy Birthday…
Chris Moaton                                                   1st
Marilyn Malone                                               6th
Jim Woodard                                                    6th
Adam Barelski                                               14th
Taylor Stroebel                                              16th
Madeline Green                                             23rd
Heather Green                                                28th
November
     Elaine Bird                                        5th
Judith Henningson                            8th
Jon Stroebel                               13th
Heather LaBarge                       14th
Deb Jameson             
                          15th
Elizabeth Sipe                                                19th
Bowden Wise                                                 20th
Roy Mallory                                                   21st
Pat Campbell                                                 22nd
Walter Spoor                                                  28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161.        


October 29

Safety in the Church Seminar
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

at Emmanuel Baptist Church

 
Presented by: Rev. Dr. John R. Buskey
> Executive Director of Outdoor Ministries
> Field Minister Mohawk-Oneida Association
> Executive Director Youth Ministries
> American Baptist Churches of New York

Some topics to be covered:  

> safety with children;
> keeping people safe in adult relationships and   

   counseling relationships;
> making church policies about visibility and 
   working together in various ministries.  
Watch for further Details!
Emmanuel Baptist Church
275 State Street

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com


























State Employees: Please remember FOCUS�   in the SEFA campaign.�FOCUS’ number is 50-00147


All gifts go directly to the �FOCUS interfaith food pantry and soup kitchen














