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            Pastoral Ponderings
My mother was a teacher.  I married a teacher.  My children have been in school for the past 14 years.  In one way or another, my life has revolved around the school calendar.  Back-to-school time always felt more like the start of a new year than January 1.   It’s that time again!

Believe it or not, this is my third fall as your pastor.  It has been long enough that I feel like I know most of what to expect as we launch our program year together.  On the other hand, the differences from one year to the next keep it fresh and vital. 

We have had a good summer at Emmanuel.  Together we enjoyed picnics, hiking and a baseball game.  Our worship attendance stayed strong even though many of us went to family reunions or retreated to the beach or the mountains for the restoration of vacation.  Several individuals and families worshipped with us for the first time.  Many of them returned for a second or third time and have continued to stick around.  What a delight to see new faces, to be forming new relationships, and hearing new voices in our conversations!  This is a great time to wear your name tag again.  If you don’t have one, please call Dorothy in the church office and let her know.  

After new faces, the most visible differences this year are in our building.  It is a pleasure to see the inviting spaces of a new nursery, library, and choir room on the first floor. And only those of us who know what the old bathrooms were like can really appreciate our new ones.  

On Homecoming Sunday, September 9, we will launch a new year of spiritual formation with educational opportunities for all ages.  Some of our new spaces will be used for Sunday School for the first time.  Some new people have stepped up into teaching roles to join those who have served faithfully for years.   The retreat planners have worked through the summer to provide a wonderful all church retreat opportunity at the end of this month.  Even the Advent Committee has already met. I am excited about the possibilities of this new year.  I hope you are too.  It’s that time again!
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Blessings,
Kathy
Homecoming Sunday

Homecoming Sunday is September 9.  Join us for worship followed by a delicious lunch in fellowship hall.  Worship will focus on the story of Queen Esther with the theme  “For Such a Time As This.”  God used Esther’s position and gifts for specific purposes.  For what goals might God want to use Emmanuel’s position and gifts?  What might be ahead of us in this next year?  Our worship will also include a celebration of communion.  
The Homecoming Luncheon is a fundraiser for our upcoming retreat, September 28-29 at Silver   
Bay.  Cost for lunch will be:  $10 for adults; $5 for children under 13.  As we share the meal, our 
Sunday School teachers will be introduced, and we’ll hear a word about the exciting plans for 
each age group.  NOTE:   If you haven’t signed up for the meal, please call the church office so 
adequate amounts of food can be prepared.
        Emmanuel Retreat Scheduled
[image: image10.png]


Mark your calendar and plan to bring the whole family to Silver Bay, Hague NY on September 28 -29, 2012.  The retreat theme will be “Family Diversity”.   Cost for over night, which includes room, meals and use of facilities: adults $50; under 5 yr Free; age 6-12 $30;  age 13-17 $40.  Day Use with lunch: adults $35; w/out lunch $22. Children will be pro-rated accordingly, and childcare will be provided for Saturday.   Watch for opportunities to support the retreat throughout the summer;  proceeds from bake sales, a candy sale and the Homecoming Dinner will help defray retreat costs.  (ac)
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                                 FOCUS Worship:
                       September 2 - 9:30 a.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
All are Welcome!
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toilet paper
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                 Calling all Golfers!

Please mark your calendars for September 11, 2012.  That’s the day of the  Annual FOCUS Golf Match to benefit the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen.  Get your foursome together now ~ cost is $120 and includes greens fee, cart and lunch at Orchard Creek Golf Club in Altamont.  There will be prizes and fun for all.  Non-golfers can enjoy lunch and/or a putting contest.  Lunch will be served from 1 to 3 pm from the Club menu at Cider Mill Restaurant.  Cost: $20 per person.  Reservations & advance payment may be mailed to: FOCUS, 275 State St., Albany NY 12210.

Springbrook Dedication of Renovations
You’re invited to visit and see the new housing and gymnasium at Springbrook on September 20.  Enjoy Brooks B-B-Q and entertainment by the School at Springbrook Students.  Events will be held throughout the day, from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.   For details, you may speak with Marilyn Malone.
Cornerstone Campus Minsitry

...celebrating our history

and building support for the future…

Cornerstone Campus Ministry invites you to join the first Protestant Campus Ministry Patron’s Dinner. Be part of the celebration of our recent history by honoring the Rev. Robert Lamar, a longtime supporter of campus ministries and a widely respected Presbyterian minister emeritus whose ministry among us is synonymous with social justice, equality and non-violent social change.

Protestant Campus Ministry Patrons’ Dinner

First Lutheran Church,

181 Western Avenue, Albany NY

Thursday, September 20, 2012

6:00 p.m. Silent Auction

7:00 p.m. Dinner and Program

Please RSVP by September 10
to sdamhof@albany.edu or call 518-8573 x26
(include your name/s, address and entrée selection – eggplant parmesan, beef lasagna, 

or stuffed chicken breast)
The meal is free however, donations will be requested.
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                              CABA Women’s Retreat

                                Christ the King Spiritual
                                    Retreat Center
                                    Greenwich, NY
                                 September 20-22
                      If you are interested, please call 374-0288.
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Office Hours:  8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

(after Labor Day)
Church Office Closed:  September 3
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          September 26 

6:00 p.m.  Supper in Fellowship Hall

7:00 p.m.  Concert in Sanctuary

Leslie and Steve are a husband and wife musical duo from Rochester.   Steve is the pastor of Greece Baptist Church, which is an American Baptist, Peace Fellowship Church. Their original composition “One Great Hour to Share” is the theme song for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  Their music combines their backgrounds in traditional, country and gospel music with their taste for contemporary singer/songwriters.  They have graciously agreed to share the proceeds of this concert with the scholarship fund for the all church retreat. Find out more about them at www.leslieandsteve.com.  We will serve a simple supper of sub sandwiches at 6:00 in Fellowship Hall at a cost of $3 per person.  Please sign up in fellowship hall by Sunday, September 23, so we can place the sandwich order.  

Contemporary Christian Concerns

“Every 500 years, the Church holds a rummage sale.  It takes a look at its old stuff and decides to get rid of what it no longer needs.”  So says Anglican Bishop Mark Dyer.   These rummage sales have happened historically in the midst of other sweeping changes within and across cultures.  A couple of examples are the Protestant Reformation and the Great Schism of the eleventh century that divided the Eastern and Western churches.  We are living in a time of rapid change in almost every aspect of life – religious, social, cultural, intellectual, political and economic.  The current church rummage sale has been called The Great Emergence.  

The Contemporary Christian Concerns class will spend a few weeks examining what might be emerging within the wider church and how it is already being felt within our lives as individual Christians and as a church.  Topics for conversation include Emergence Christianity 101, Where Now is Our Authority?, Gifts from Other Times, and How Then Shall We Live?  Our conversation will be supplemented with a video presentation led by Phyllis Tickle, author of  The Great Emergence:  How Christianity is Changing and Why.  Join us in the parlor on Sunday mornings at 11:15 a.m. starting September 16.  
2012 ABC/NYS Biennial
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The American Baptist Churches of New York State, our denominational home, gathers together every other year for a meeting.   In the past, it has been a 3-day event in one location.   This year, there will be four one-day meetings across the region.  Emmanuel is hosting the October 13 event.  The day’s activities will include wonderful music, individual and group reflection on what God is doing with us and through New York Baptists, a business session and installation of our new executive minister, the Rev. Dr. Jim Kelsey.  This is a great opportunity to attend a biennial meeting without having to leave home.  As the host church, we will be providing hospitality.  We can use your help in many ways, especially serving lunch.  Please volunteer by talking to Marilyn Malone. 
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Judy Henningson gifted the church with a beautiful hand-woven piece that is currently serving as the pulpit antependium.  Thank you, Judy, for enhancing the beauty of our sanctuary!

Notice of Meetings…
September  11 ~  Coordinating Council @ 


        Donley/Wilkerson’s

September 16  ~  Diaconate

Pastoral Relations Committee will meet soon in September (date TBA).  Members of the group are:  Parmilla Allen, Beth Malone, Sam Koonce, Judy Henningson, and Marilyn Malone.  They welcome and encourage comments and feed-back from the congregation.  Let them know your thoughts.

From the Youth:
2013 Entertainment books are here!  Your purchase will support our youth group activities and mission projects. Get one for yourself, and invite friends and family to purchase one too!  The cost is still only $30, and we can also order books for other cities. Marilyin Malone has details. (785-0022).
. 
Please remember to wear your name tag on Sunday mornings to help
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new folks get to know 
who you are!
Deadline for the October issue of 

the MOSAIC is August 18.


A Note of Thanks
The following is an excerpt from Lillian Matejcak’s recent note:

“Friends at Emmanuel:

Thank you for your prayers.  They have been a great help on the road to recovery.   Lillian is home now. And with the healing power of the Lord, she’s going to be fine….   Thank you.”
Blessings,

Lillian Matejcak



 A number of items have accumulated in the “lost and found” basket, which is on the table in Fellowship Hall.   Please claim your belongings.  The basket will be emptied and contents disposed of prior to Homecoming Sunday.  Thank you!
More Housekeeping Notes:   If you are looking for the printer cartridge recycle basket, you will find it on a shelf  in the parlor.   In addition, some of our periodicals and newsletters have a new home there as well.  (Sign up sheets and a few other displays remain in fellowship hall.)
   Happy Birthday…
Ruth Pushee                                                            1st
Dorothy Wilburn                                                    4th
Veronica Smith                                                      8th
Ken Graham                                                         14th
Gillian Horan                                                       14th
Pickett Tait Simpson                                            16th
Madison Stroebel                                                 17th
Nathan LaBarge                                                   17th
Julianna Palm                                                       21st
Pat Hunziker                                                        26th
Frank Scheu                                      
                 27th
Marion Dickinson                              
                 29th
Mark Chaffin                                                       29th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.
Emmmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































