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 Pastoral Ponderings...
At the January work day I spent a little time sorting books in the church library.  I had looked over the shelves before and borrowed a few things, but apparently I hadn’t looked thoroughly enough.  I found some resources I didn’t know we had.   I relocated a few books to my office – temporarily, under the new library is set up – because they were things I could use right now.  They include some lectionary worship resources and a discipleship book.  I recognized them as books that I had either used in the past or had been recommended to me.  It was a wonderful surprise to find them.  

That started me thinking about other kinds of resources that we don’t know we have.  Sometimes people talk about a crisis in their lives that helped them discover an internal strength that was always there, but not needed until then.  Or the resource of friends who step in with comfort and support at just the right time.  I have a friend who is an accountant, but became an expert in diabetes when her young daughter was diagnosed with it.  

Emmanuel has a lot of resources in our library.  We are also blessed with the other kinds of resources -- strong commitments to each other, expertise and gifts in a variety of areas, and resilient faith.   Some of you have said to me that you sense that God is doing a new thing at Emmanuel. We are on the brink of a building renovation, which is a wonderful new thing, but I wonder if there’s more.  I wonder if as a community we are uniquely gifted for a new thing that God is calling us into.  I don’t know what it is yet; I believe that we will discern that together.  It might not be a radical departure from our past.  It might be becoming more expert in some area of ministry that is already important to us.  It might mean strengthening our faith muscles to address a need in our community.  Or it might mean stepping out in faith to something completely different.

Frederick Buechner said that the kind of work God usually calls us to is the kind of work (a) that we need to do and (b) that the world needs to have done.  Or more poetically, “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  (Wishful Thinking:  A Seeker’s ABC)  I would love to hear your thoughts about what you think God might be calling us to.  

Peace,
Kathy
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From Service to Others…
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            Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
On February 12 Emmanuel will  provide a  meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter, and volunteers are needed to prepare the food.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  
Service to Others extends our appreciation to Bien Baez, Andrea Carver, Pat Hunziker, and Elaine Spoor, who assisted with dinners which were taken to the Overflow Shelter and the Interfaith Shelter in the past couple of months.  (Rumor has it that the chili was an especially big hit!)  Thanks to all who make this ministry possible.
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February:
                        feminine hygiene products
A Road Eight Miles Wide – World Religions Today

Come explore the world through one of the most important aspects of human culture, religion.   On Sundays from 11:15 to 12:15, we will examine a series of world religions and answer questions about:  

· Practice – what happens in a temple, mosque or sangha?

· Beliefs – what is held as Truth within the religion?

· Social history – what are the predominant sects and the diversity among the believers?

We will try to understand and appreciate the experience of being, for instance, Buddhist or Moslem.  We also will compare and contrast Christianity with other religions.

My own interest in world religions is decades old.  I have studied Buddhism at Zen Mountain Monastery, where I received Dharma instruction from Abbot John Daido Loori, Roshi.  What I learned at his feet strengthened my own spiritual practice, and also encouraged my curiosity about spiritual practices around the world.  I look forward to sharing time and discussion with you on this fascinating topic.  Our first gathering will be February 12th.  Please join us.

~ Judith Henningson
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   Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, February 22 marks the start of Lent.  The word Lent originally referred to the season of spring, but came to be associated with the liturgical season before Easter. Just as people often undertake spring cleaning in our homes, Lent became a time of spiritual self-cleaning. This 40-day season is a time of self-examination and reflection on the life and teachings of Jesus.  Our Ash Wednesday worship service will provide opportunities for group and individual contemplation and confession as well as receiving of ashes.  Please join us at 6:30 p.m. for worship followed by light refreshments.  

Lenten Study

The United States is a nation of immigrants that often seems to struggle with the issue of immigration.  In the last two years, we have witnessed the failure of the DREAM act, and new, stricter immigration laws in Alabama and Arizona.  In this election year, this issue is likely to become even more a part of the public conversation.  Immigrants are often those who live at the edge of society, not fully included, but fully human.  It is fitting that Christians would come together to learn more about their needs and struggles during Lent, because we follow Jesus who was always concerned for the inclusion of those on the margins.

Please join us in reading Listen to the Children: Conversations with Immigrant Families by Elizabeth Conde-Frazier. This book invites the reader to eavesdrop on fictionalized conversations between immigrant parents, their children, and their caregivers. Listen to the Children offers unique insights into the emotions, needs and perceptions of immigrant families. Chapters include: Deciding to Leave and Telling the Children, Education and the Next Generation, the Role of Religion and Faith Communities, Children and Raids. Dr. Conde-Frazier is dean of Esperanza College at Eastern University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. She has also served as associate professor in religious education for the Claremont School of Theology, taught at the Latin American Bible Institute and served as director of the Orlando E. Costas Hispanic and Latin American Ministries Program. 

Small group discussions of this book will be led by Kathy Moore at noon on Wednesdays, February 29, March 7, March, 14 and March 21 and by Tony Malone on four weeknight evenings in February and March.  (Exact dates are yet to be determined). Books will be available for purchase for about $11.   To order a copy of the book, please sign up in fellowship hall or call the church office by February 6th . 
The Last Week -- Jesus Final Days in Jerusalem
Holy Week, the last week of Jesus' life, contains some extraordinary events.  Examined carefully, these events demonstrate the purpose and passions which governed Jesus' earthly ministry.   This year's Lenten journey will take us through the days of Holy Week, Sunday by Sunday.  The Gospel of Mark's account of the events on the Sunday through Friday of Jesus' final week will shape our worship for each of the six Sundays in Lent.  

We will begin on February 26, with the account of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.  This is the story usually reserved for Palm Sunday, the last Sunday in Lent.  In a sense, we will begin the season close to where we usually end it,  in order to have more time to focus on some texts that often get neglected.    It is our hope that stretching the events of the Holy Week out over the season will help us better understand the immediate socio-political context of Jesus' death and will perhaps lead to new insights into the meaning of his death and resurrection.  
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Need a valentine for those special teenagers or young adults in your life? Give them a chance to interact with Shane Claiborne, a dynamic young Christian living a Jesus-inspired lifestyle of simplicity and service to others. Shane will be in Albany on June 22-23 for a conference sponsored by the Capital Region Theological Center (CRTC). 
On Friday, participants can have “A Conversation with Shane Claiborne” from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Shane will help us discover why we need both statements of faith and statements of practice and how we can work together to live out the real message of the gospel. 
Saturday’s event, “A Call to the Simple Way of Radical Christianity” will explore issues of peacemaking, social justice, and the radical—sometimes uncomfortable—call to live like Jesus. It will be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. From his own experience, Shane will show us how we can work together to make a difference in our neighborhoods, our communities, and our world. 

Shane is a founding partner of The Simple Way, a faith community in inner-city Philadelphia that has helped to birth and connect similar justice-seeking faith communities around the world. He writes and teaches extensively, and his experiences include 10 weeks working alongside Mother Theresa in Calcutta and three weeks in Baghdad with the Iraq Peace Team.

Because Shane can be such an inspiration to young people, CRTC is offering the conference for $10 for both days to teenagers and young adults 25 and under. Older folks can register for both days for $105 or $25 for Friday night and $85 for Saturday.  Scholarships are available. Please visit the CRTC website www.capitalrtc.org to register and for more information. 
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     Game Night

Coming Soon

Bring your favorite dish and game for a potluck and game night on Saturday, February 4. Games will begin at 4:30, followed by dinner.  Look for the sign up sheet in fellowship hall.
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   Volleyball Begins
 Beginning on Friday, February 24, teens and adults are invited to come to the church on Friday evenings to play some rousing games of volleyball.  We will meet at 7:00.   Invite your friends and plan to join the fun.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyn Malone.
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      Soulscapes; a Concert of

    Sacred Song Treasures
Works by Bach, Brahms, Haydn and others

February 26, 3 pm
Anne Agresta Dugan, soprano

Deborah Rocco, soprano

Charles Martin, bass

Michael Clement, piano
Admission Free/Donations appreciated



February 5  ~ FOCUS Worship & Annual Meeting

                        at Delmar Reformed 

                 7 ~ Coordinating Council at Church

               11  ~ Choir visits Delmar Place: 9:30 a.m.

               12  ~ Lenten Committee
               18  ~ MOSAIC Deadline

               20 ~ Church Office Closed

               22 ~ Ash Wednesday Worship: 6:30 p.m.

               24 ~ Volleyball in church gym:  7:00
               26 ~ Concert:  3:00
               29 ~ Lenten Book Study at noon
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Happy Birthday…
     February
[image: image13.wmf]Betty Mallory                        
                                1st
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
                                                 
Aaron Johnson                                               
       9th
Becca Leet                                                      
     15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Cassandra Paul                                                     18th
Samantha Paul                                                      18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th 
[image: image14.wmf]Sally Cole                                                      1st
Betty Jordan                 1st
Jonathan Malone                                                  10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                    30th
Sandy Hall                                                           31st
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 


Do you miss seeing fresh flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings?   If so, you are invited to donate money toward arrangements that will be ordered from Danker Florist or you may bring in your own bouquets.  After service, flowers are delivered to our homebound or hospitalized friends.  Betty Mallory coordinates our flower ministry.  Please contact her to indicate how you wish to participate.  Thank you.
Deadline for the March issue of
the MOSAIC is February 18.

Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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