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           Pastoral Ponderings
I’ve just completed my second trip to the East Coast this month, and I’ll be back for a third time in another week. Perhaps it’s not a surprise to hear that I’m mulling over the journey part of our Lenten theme.  The first trip was my monthly time of worshipping and reconnecting with you. This second one was to visit a couple of colleges during Molly’s spring break.  

Choosing a college is an important step on life’s journey.  Molly is considering academics and extracurricular options, the architecture of a campus and the vibe she gets from current students, and whether she would prefer the East Coast snow or West Coast sunshine.  (That last one is a no-brainer, by the way.)  She understands, in the words of Robert Frost, “how way leads on to way” and that this decision will influence her life beyond just the next four years. 

My third trip to Albany this month will be to spend Jim’s spring break here, doing what we hope will be some serious house-hunting.  On every one of my monthly trips, I’ve toured a few houses with our realtor.  I’ve learned that Colonials and Cape Cods are the same here as in the Midwest, but a Split Level in the Midwest is called a Raised Ranch in Albany, while a Split Level in Albany is something I’ve rarely seen in Indiana.  I’m in a situation parallel to Molly’s: wondering about architectural styles, driving distances to church and school, and whether the unknown neighbors will turn out to be great friends or hate my dogs.  

We do our best to make well-informed, thoughtful decisions, but it seems that no matter how careful we are, there will always be some unknowns, some surprises, along the way.  That’s true about choosing a college, buying a house, and pretty much about life in general.  At some point, I think, it becomes a leap of faith.  You do the best you can in a given situation and pray for grace and strength to cope with the unknowns and any unhappy surprises.  Fortunately, there are also some happy surprises along the way as well.                                                               

continued on next page…
Thanks to the creative work of Jean Burton, we have an image in our sanctuary this season of a series of concentric circles, a spiral, which reminds us that many of our life journeys are circular.  The stages of life often seem to repeat themselves, but we are not the same in each stage, so our actions and decisions may be different.  Following Jesus may require something different from us as a teenager than as a grandparent than as a working adult.  Each time the questions of life and faith come around, we have the opportunity to take another leap of faith and renew our commitment to Christ and his kin-dom.  

Whatever stage of life you’re in, I hope that you’re finding this Lenten season to be one of discernment and renewal and maybe even a happy surprise or two.  





    Blessings,




                Kathy
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                                                              Spring Meeting
"In the Potter's Hands"    

(Jeremiah 18:6b and II Corinthians 4:7)

"How God can use us where we are"

Saturday – May 21, 2011

First United Church, 61 Third St., Waterford, NY

Registrations due by May 13
8:30 A.M. Registration – coffee/juice/pastry

9:00 A.M. – 12:00 A.M. Program
Installation & dedication of officers     Love Gift Offering
     12:00 Noon - Lunch provided by host church

Keynote Speaker - Joyce R. Camp 
Joyce R. Camp has been active in AB Women’s Ministries for many years.  She was the National Coordinator of Conference from 2007-9 and was New York State Pres. from 2001-04.  Joyce is a constant advocate for missions and has been on Mission Encounters to Cuba, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico and India (including Nagaland) and Nepal in the fall of 2005. 
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Deadline for the May issue of the MOSAIC 
is April 18.
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                                          Palm Sunday
                                                April 17
                                                      9:55 a.m.  Worship                                                                                                      



                                                      11:00 a.m.   Coffee Hour

                                                                     11:15 a.m.   Church School 

Maundy Thursday

April 21

Supper at 5:30 p.m.

Worshp at 6:30 p.m.
The word “Maundy”  in “Maundy Thursday” is related to the Latin word for commandment, because it was on that night that Jesus said, “A new commandment I give you, that you love one another.”  Our Maundy Thursday observance will focus on Jesus’ last night with his disciples, especially on their last shared meal.  We will begin with table fellowship in the sanctuary and move into a worship service which will include communion.  Supper of shepherd’s pie begins at 5:30, with worship following at 6:30 on April 21.                                            
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                           Good Friday Worship
                                                             
Environmental Stations of the Cross

April 22
                                                                         Noon 

at Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
(Sponsored by Capital Area Council of Churches)
[image: image13.wmf]                           Easter Egg Hunt
         

                          April 23
                                                 2:00 p.m.

                    Children ages 2 through 11 are invited to join the fun
Easter Celebration
April 24
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6:30 a.m.  FOCUS Sunrise Service

                  (West Capitol Park steps; Swan St. opposite the Alfred E. Smith Bldg.)

                                                           7:15 a.m.  Breakfast at Emmanuel 

                                                           9:55 a.m.  Worship

                                                         11:00 a.m.  Reception
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From Service to Others…
Emmanuel provides a meal to either the Interfaith Shelter or the Emergency Overflow Shelter one Sunday a month through the winter.  We wish to thank Bien Baez, Andrea Carver, Sally Cole, Edie Simpson, Karen Green and Elaine Spoor for helping with last month’s meal, which was delivered to the Overflow Shelter.   The date for an April supper at Interfaith Shelter has not yet been determined.  Please let Karen Kendall know if you are interested in participating in this ministry.  Thank you!
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      April:  Deodorant
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Special Opportunity
Art Simon, founder of Bread for the World, will speak on "The Rising of Bread for the World - An Outcry of Citizens Against Hunger" on Saturday April 2nd at 2 pm at Emmanuel Friedens Church, 218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY 12307. He will discuss the need for faith members to engage in political advocacy to help create a world based on their values, starting with ending hunger.

There will also be a presentation by Derrick Boykin on Bread's 2011 Offering of Letters for reforming US foreign aid to focus more on ending poverty, and by Mark Dunlea of Hunger Action Network of NYS on the need for job creation in NYS.
This FREE event is sponsored by: Faith & Hunger Network of NYS, Bread for the World, CREO, FOCUS Churches of Albany, Hunger Action Network of NYS, Interfaith Alliance of NYS, and more!

Mark Your Calendar…
Coordinating Council:   April 4

Diaconate:
   April 10

LGBT “Quality & Justice Day”
May 9 in Albany

Rally and opportunity to meet with legislators

more information forthcoming

Happy Birthday…
Laura Folos                                                             1st
[image: image18.wmf]Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                         6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
May
Beth Malone                                                         11th
Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Amy Garner                                                         18th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
Herb Hall                                                             23rd
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      Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































