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Pastoral Ponderings...
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“Journeys and Dreams”

Popular Christmas music often refers to the ideas in our Advent/Christmas theme of Journeys and Dreams.  Just think of I’ll Be Home for Christmas,  Rise Up Shepherd and Follow, I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas Frosty the Snowman (who had to hurry on his way), dreaming by the fire in Winter Wonderland,  The Little Drummer Boy, Go Tell It on the Mountain, and many more.  For some of us, this season involves dreams about the ideal gifts, or  anticipating the perfect holiday where everyone is happy and gets along.  It also might involve complicated travel plans and congested highways and airports as everyone tries to go somewhere else to celebrate.  

As a faith community this season, we will reflect on this theme through the lens of scripture.  We will explore the words of the prophet Isaiah as he spoke of God’s dreams for God’s people – promises of comfort and peace and healing.  We will remember the story of a peasant girl named Mary and her willingness to help bring the Messiah into the world, delivering hope and love in the form of a vulnerable baby.  We will consider the roles that hope, peace, joy and love play in our own dreams for ourselves and for our world.  And all the while, we will be continuing our personal journeys of faith, deepening our love for and trust in the God who became flesh and dwelt among us. Please join us for this holy season – to share the journey and the dreams.

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord,
Kathy
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    Advent and Christmas at Emmanuel

                          Sunday Worship at 9:55 a.m.
    Nov. 27 –     Hanging of the Greens,
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     Worship for all ages



Dec.   4 – 
The dream of peace



          Dec. 11 –  
The dream of joy



          Dec. 18 –  
The dream of love
                                               Christmas Reception


          Dec.  25 –  
Christmas Day

Merry Christmas!
[image: image6.wmf]       Jan.    1 –    New Year’s Brunch and Worship 


        at 11:00 a.m. 



(Note time change for this Sunday only)
Musical Events
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                  Dec.   9 – Caroling on the South Concourse 





               Empire State Plaza, 12:30 p.m. 

                  Dec. 18 – Saint-Saens’ Christmas Oratorio 

   
   

              Performed by EBC choir, 1:30 p.m.
                       Family Fun
                            Dec. 10  — Ice Skating 1:00-4:00 p.m.
                                              Call church for location

Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 p.m.
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                        Choir Shares Gift of Music

On December 3, the Emmanuel Choir will visit  the Beverwyck in Slingerlands, where Elizabeth Sipe resides.  Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts all who participate ~ singers and audience alike.


If you have questions about this ongoing outreach program, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
Y

ou are invited to contribute to the cost of poinsettias which will be delivered to members of our church family.  The cost of a plant is $12.  There is a particular need for volunteers to deliver the plants.  Please consider assisting in this ministry.  You may use this form to indicate your interest and return it to Karen Green.  Thank you!
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) and donate to a church member.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) to keep.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant on December 18. 



NAME: ​_________________________________________     
From Service to Others…
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“Pennies for Haven” Campaign has Begun

The Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless provides comprehensive services to individuals and families who are homeless or anticipating homelessness.  Interfaith maintains a 30-bed emergency shelter for single men and women, the Sheridan Hollow Drop-In Center, and many other programs. 

Through December 4, we will be collecting coins (folding money & checks!) to support the work of Interfaith.  Look for the “Pennies for Haven” collection bucket in the Fellowship Hall. Your contributions will help change the lives of homeless individuals in our community.  Thank you.
Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
Emmanuel will provide a meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter on Sunday, December 11, and volunteers are needed to prepare food.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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                                      Special Gifts Requested

We are once again asking for donations of new children’s mittens, scarves, gloves and hats for Trinity Institution.  A designated collection box is available in the fellowship hall.  

Thank you to all who contributed to the World Mission Offering. 

Emmanuel donated a total of $639 to the cause.
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                                                    December:
                                          bar soap
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Many thanks from Che'Lah Collins for your contributions to the mission project to support work in Haiti rebuilding homes.  She was one of the top 5 contributors.  The total raised at the ABY  Convention was enough to build three walls of a house.  (CC)
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Deadline for the January issue of the MOSAIC  is December 18.
AND…
December 31 ~ ANNUAL REPORTS are DUE!!
More about the Up-Coming Mission Trip

The Good Samaritan Hospital in LaRomana, Dominican Republic  and the American Baptist Churches/USA have had a long term collaboration in trying to improve the health and welfare of families living in the LaRomana area.  Most of these families are Haitian in origin living in impoverished sugar plantation villages.  They have limited access to health care and have very high rates of childhood preventable disease, malnutrition as well as limited education.  

Emmanuel Baptist Church is again partnering with First Baptist Church of East Greenwich RI to have a medical and educational team visit some of these villages to provide direct medical services as well as teach self-help skills to enable families and the greater community to enhance their future.  The team will be bringing their own pharmacy as well as used eye glasses (reading or any prescription glasses) and educational programming. The pharmacy's need for some fairly expensive prescription medication is significant. Monetary contributions will go a long way to providing very much needed medications as well as scholarships for those planning to go. 

The team appreciates your thoughtful support as well as your prayers. There will be an opportunity to donate at the Christmas Eve service or at any time by sending your donation to Emmanuel with the notation it is for the DR trip.  Emmanuel has a wonderful tradition of support for these short term international missions that our own folks attend. We appreciate the opportunity to ask you to continue that giving tradition.   

Thank You,

The La Romana Team
Tony Malone, Jean Burton, 
Mark Chaffin, Tom Lahut, 
Edith Leet, Marilyn Malone, Julie Shaw 
 Happy Birthday… 
Belated birthday greetings to Taijer Ford whose birthday was November 20.
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Doug Folos                                                                    
   1st
Kathleen Moore                                                     
   8th

Jon Riegert                                                             
   8th
Michele Calvin                                                9th
Brian Hughes                                                 11th
Matt Lahut                                                     12th
Dwight Smith                                                 12th
Tom Lahut                                                     14th
Jennie DeFlaviis                                            15th
Molly Wilkerson                                            20th
Helen Torian                                                  29th
Laura Barelski                                                29th
Charles Johnson                                             31st
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Ellen Corcoran                                                           3rd
Kathy Donley                                                         4th
Michael Clement                                                  11th
Rosemary Koonce                                                14th
Monica Sheerer                                                    15th
Lucas Silverman                                                   15th
Mattie Blassengale                                               18th
Jean Burton                                                          21st
Sam Koonce                                                         24th
Hunter Spann                                                       25th
Erica Edwards                                                      25th
Chelah Collins                                                     25th
Gretchen Scheu                                                    26th
Veronica Collins                                                  28th
Emmanuel Baptist Church
275 State Street

Albany, NY  12210
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































